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Bringing your family to Nottingham is a big 
decision to make. As a full-time student you will 
have a ready-made structure to your time here 
and much of your social contacts will be made 
for you. It will not be the same for your family. You 
will have to make arrangements for them and they 
may depend on you for all their social contacts, 
especially at first.

The first half of this leaflet provides immigration 
information about bringing your dependants for a 
visit or to live with you in the UK. The second part 
of the leaflet is designed to provide some brief 
information about the services available for you 
and your family once they have arrived. You should 
also carefully read the information sent to you by 
the Admissions Office, Accommodation Office 
and the information for new international students 
on our website at www.nottingham.ac.uk/
internationalstudents/preparation

Inviting your family 
to visit for six 
months or less
If your family is intending to visit you for a period 
of less than six months, they can enter the UK 
on a visitor visa.  Some nationalities can secure 
this visa on arrival in the UK, while other ‘visa 
nationals’ will need to apply for entry clearance 
before they travel. Applications are made at the 
British Embassy or visa application centre nearest 
to them. To see if your family are visa nationals 
and will require entry clearance before they 
leave home, please see the UK Border Agency 
website at www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/visas-
immigration/general-info/non-visa-nationals

Please refer to our guide Inviting family and 
friends to visit the UK for further information on the 
process of applying for a visitor visa.

The information provided in this guide is correct at the time of publication 
(April 2013) however it is subject to change without notice. For the most up-
to-date information, please check the online version of this guide at 
www.nottingham.ac.uk/internationalstudents/support

Bringing your family to Nottingham

Please note that the following immigration information applies where your Tier 
4 student visa was granted on or after 31st March 2009. If you hold an old-style 
student visa which was granted before 31st March 2009 under the pre-PBS 
Immigration Rules, please contact the International Office for further guidance 
about bringing your dependants to the UK.
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Bringing your 
family to live in 
the UK
If you and your family are EEA or Swiss nationals, 
your spouse (husband or wife) and children up to 
21 years of age may accompany you to the UK 
without any restrictions.

If you are an EEA or Swiss national but your 
dependants are not they must apply at the British 
Embassy in the country where they are living for 
an EEA Family Permit before travelling. There is no 
charge for this.

If you are a national of any other country, your 
spouse/civil partner (and in some cases unmarried 
partner) may come with you as a Tier 4 student 
dependant if you can show that: 

•	 you are studying a postgraduate course 
that lasts 12 months or longer at a higher 
education institution 

•	 you are a government-sponsored student on 
a course that lasts six months or longer 

•	 you are applying for immigration permission 
to study a course of six months or more, 
your dependant(s) is applying with you, and 
you hold (or within three months of the date 
of your application you were last granted) 
immigration permission under Tier 4 or as a 
student

You must also show that:

•	 you are married or have registered a civil 
partnership or can prove that you have been  
living in a relationship akin to marriage for at 
least two years (you will need a marriage/
civil partnership certificate. If unmarried, you 
need proof of your joint living arrangements 
covering the past two years at least)

•	 you can adequately accommodate and 
maintain yourselves without recourse to 
public funds

•	 your spouse will not stay in the UK beyond 
the period granted to you

Your children may accompany you as dependants 
if, in addition to the above, you can show that:

•	 they are your children and they are under the 
age of 18 (you will need birth certificates or 
your household register)

•	 they are unmarried and do not lead 
independent lives

•	 they will be adequately accommodated and 
maintained without recourse to public funds

•	 the parents of the child (you and your 
husband/wife/partner) both intend to be 
present in the UK (unless deceased or in 
sole custody of the child) and

•	 they will not stay in the UK beyond the period 
granted to you

Permission to work in the UK

The dependant partner should not intend to take 
employment in the UK unless permitted to do 
so by the Immigration Rules. Family members 
of Tier 4 students who take courses which are 
below degree level will not be permitted to work. 
Permission to work is usually granted if the 
dependant spouse is given leave to remain for 12 
months or more.

Changes to your course

Tier 4 students are only allowed to bring 
dependants with them to the UK if they meet the 
conditions explained previously. If on arrival in the 
UK you make a change to your course, there may 
be implications for your dependants and they may 
no longer be eligible to remain the UK with you. 
For example, if you switch from a presessional 
language course of longer than six months to one 
that is less than six months, you no longer meet 
the conditions for having dependants in the UK 
and we advise that your family should travel home 
immediately.

Bringing your family to Nottingham
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Applying for entry 
clearance as a Tier 
4 dependant
Your family will need to apply for entry clearance 
as Tier 4 student dependants from the British 
Embassy or visa application centre in their home 
country before they travel to the UK. 

See www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/countries for 
information on how to apply from your country.

Your family are likely to apply online or using 
the paper application form VAF10. They should 
also refer to the PBS Dependant Guidance 
Notes when completing the form and the Points 
Based System - Dependants Policy Guidance. 
All forms and guidance are available from www.
ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/visas-immigration/
partners-families/migrant-workers-students

A separate application must be made for each 
dependant, and each dependant must pay the 
application fee. 

Financial evidence required

There are several different ways to show the 
financial evidence required in support of your 
family’s application. It is important that you 
check that the financial evidence meets the 
UK Border Agency’s requirements outlined in 
the Points Based System - Dependants Policy 
Guidance at www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/
visas-immigration/partners-families/migrant-
workers-students

Also, you should check that the funds are held in a 
registered financial institution as listed by the UK 
Border Agency (UKBA). The UKBA has produced 
a list of acceptable financial institutions here 
www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/policyandlaw/
immigrationlaw/immigrationrules/appendixp/

The amount required for each dependant is £450 
each month up to a maximum of nine months. 
An example would be a wife and child, joining a 
student on a masters programme of 12 months. 
They need to show £450 x 9 months for the wife 
and £450 x 9 months for the child for a total of 

£8100.  
Your dependants may fall into the reduced 
maintenance category and only need to show 
£450 x 2 months for each dependant if the 
student has a current valid visa and has either: 

•	 completed a course that was at least six 
months long within their last period of leave, 
or

•	 has studied at least six months of their 
current course and has been studying within 
the last four months or

•	 Is a Tier 4 Sabbatical Officer a postgraduate 
doctor or dentist and has completed a 
course that was at least six months long 
within their last period of leave.

Funding Method 1 – for self-funding 
students  

The PBS Dependant Policy Guidance states that 
the money for dependants can be shown in the 
student’s and/or the dependant’s bank accounts. 
We would recommend that money is shown in the 
student’s bank account. The money must:

a) be in cash funds – not shares/bonds/
investments 

b) have been in the bank account for 28 
days prior to your application.  It cannot dip 
below the required amount, even for one day, 
otherwise your application will be refused.

c) have a last transaction date within one 
calendar month of your visa application. The 
immigration officials will not consider the 
closing balance on the day the statement 
was printed.

It is important to check the bank statement 
requirements in the PBS Dependant Policy 
Guidance online. www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/
visas-immigration/partners-families/migrant-
workers-students

It is safer to use UK bank statements where 
possible because the format is familiar to the 
UKBA and the statements are easier to verify. 
If overseas bank accounts are used, a foreign 
currency conversion must be printed and 
submitted with your application from 
www.oanda.com. Deposit accounts used 
in China and India can be the most risky form 
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of financial evidence as they are sometimes 
considered to be a bond. Statements must be in 
English or officially translated.  

Funding Method 2 – for applicants with official 
financial sponsorship 

Students sponsored by the UK government, the 
student’s home government, the British Council 
or any international organisation, international 
company or university can only rely on your 
sponsorship letter to demonstrate funding for 
your dependants if they are mentioned in the 
letter. Otherwise, you must show the money for 
dependants living costs in your bank account.  
You should also supplement the sponsor letter 
with your personal bank statements if the monthly 
stipend from your sponsor is not sufficient to cover 
all dependants. Please note, if the duration of your 
funding or permission to stay from your official 
sponsor is shorter than your course, your visa and 
your dependant’s visas may be granted to the 
shorter date.  

Funding Method 3 – for applicants with a loan

You must show formal evidence of any loan 
you have taken out in your own name. The bank 
providing the loan must be regulated by an official 
regulatory body.  

Funding Method 4 – for applicants from ‘low-
risk’ countries

If you and your dependants are considered by the 
UKBA to be a national of a low-risk country you 
can tick a box on the application form indicating 
that you hold the required evidence but don’t need 
to include it with your application. You should still 
meet the requirements however as you may be 
asked to submit proof at a later stage.

This applies to nationals of:

•	 Argentina 

•	 Australia

•	 Botswana 

•	 Brunei 

•	 Canada 

•	 Chile 

•	 Croatia 

•	 Hong Kong 

•	 Japan 

•	 Malaysia

•	 New Zealand 

•	 Singapore 

•	 South Korea 

•	 Taiwan

•	 Trinidad and Tobago 

•	 United States of America 

•	 British National Overseas

Information about documents required

•	 All documents must be original (not scans or 
photocopies)

•	 If any documents are not produced in English 
or Welsh, you will need to provide official 
certified translations

•	 If within the last 12 months you have been 
sponsored for both tuition fees and living 
costs, you will need a letter from your 
sponsor giving consent to your extension 
application

•	 If your dependants are making a first visa 
application for a baby, they will need to 
provide the original birth certificate

•	 If your dependant’s names have changed, 
they will need to provide proof of this

Bringing your family to Nottingham

Please note that dependants applying for 
entry clearance from overseas will require 
the CAS number of the main applicant (the 
student). If you no longer have a record 
of the CAS number used in your visa 
application, please email the International 
Office international-support@nottingham.
ac.uk.

Please note that Funding Method 4 can 
only be used if you and your dependants 
hold the same nationality and you apply at 
the same time from your home country.
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Document checklist

Items marked with a *** have to be supplied 
by you and posted to your family so that they 
can include the original copies with their visa 
application.

•	 Online application form for each applicant (or 
VAF10 paper applicaiton form/s)

•	 1 new passport photo (taken within one 
month)

•	 passport(s)

•	 visa application fee 

•	 *** photocopies of your passport and visa 

•	 marriage/birth certificates as evidence of the 
applicant’s relationship to you  

•	 *** an invitation letter from you confirming 
you will be responsible for your dependant’s 
stay here.  This should provide details 
of financial support and accommodation 
arrangements. A sample invitation letter is 
provided at the end of this section. 

•	 *** university letter giving course details 
and start, end and graduation dates of your 
course. Request the letter online at store.
nottingham.ac.uk (Product Catalogue> 
Student Documents and Letters> Letters)

•	 *** official confirmation of any scholarship 
you have, including the amount and duration 
of payment

•	 financial evidence which shows the minimum 
required funds

•	 evidence to show the dependant intends to 
return to their home country at the end of 
their stay in the UK

Sample invitation letter to provide in support of 
dependant visa applications

Dear...

I am writing to invite you to join me in Nottingham 
as my dependant and stay with me for (x months/ 
years) until I complete my degree in (subject) on 
(date).  I am a full-time registered student at The 
University of Nottingham.

I confirm that I will be responsible for financing 
our stay in the UK (and that of our children).  I will 
provide for our daily expenses and the cost of our 
accommodation. 

I’ve enclosed documents with this letter for you 
to use in your application for entry clearance.  
The documents are: a letter from the University 
confirming the details of my course, a letter from 
my scholarship body giving details of my award 
and recent bank statements from my UK account.

I also enclose copies of relevant pages from my 
passport to show that I have valid Leave to remain 
in the UK as a student until (date). 

Best regards... 

Please note that this is only a sample 
letter. You should amend it according to 
your own circumstances.

International Support Services Guide
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Accommodation
We know that finding somewhere suitable to live 
is a top priority for students coming to Nottingham 
with their families.  Students can look at both 
university housing and private housing in their 
search.

The University of Nottingham, like most 
universities, only has limited accommodation 
suitable for married students or students with 
families. This accommodation is available to 
couples/families where at least one person is a 
full-time registered student with The University of 
Nottingham.  For further information, please see  
www.nottingham.ac.uk/accommodation/
prospectivestudents/postgraduates/
coupleandfamilyhousing.aspx

Many students with families choose to live in 
private housing. Unipol, based on campus, is a 
service provided especially to support students 
in their search for safe, regulated private sector 
housing. For more information, see www.unipol.
org.uk/nottingham/ 

If you are not able to arrange accommodation for 
your family before you travel to the UK we would 
strongly advise you to come on your own to begin 
with. You can then stay somewhere short term 
while you search for suitable accommodation. 
The University does not have any temporary 
accommodation suitable for families and staying in 
hotels can prove very expensive.

Before signing a contract for private rented 
accommodation we would strongly advise that 
you have the rental contract checked by The 
Student Advice and Representation Centre in the 
Students’ Union, which is located in the Portland 
Building, as they will advise you about the terms 
and conditions of the contract and alert you to any 
potential difficulties.  They also produce booklets 
and information on house hunting in the private 
sector.

Money matters
It is difficult for us to give guidance figures for 
students with families as the amount you need will 
depend upon where you live and your personal 
lifestyle. Rent for family accommodation in 
Nottingham is approximately £550 - £650 per 
month (excluding bills) depending on the size and 
location of the property. We recommend that you 
research as far as possible into the basic costs 
you might incur to ensure that you have sufficient 
funds for your family. It is not possible to find 
additional funding once you and your family are in 
the UK.

Council tax

Council tax in England is paid to local authorities 
for the provision of services such as rubbish 
collection, the police service, fire brigade and 
street maintenance. The amount of the bill per 
house or flat depends on its value and the 
number of people aged over 18 living there. 
Accommodation provided by the University (e.g. 
halls of residence) and houses occupied only by 
full-time students are exempt from council tax. 

If you are living with your husband/wife or civil 
partner the house may still be exempt. A spouse 
or dependant given a UK visa with the conditions 
‘no recourse to public funds’ or ‘employment 
prohibited’ should also be exempt from charges.

Although the majority of students at the University 
will be exempt from charges, some groups are not 
exempt under this definition. You may be liable for 
council tax in the period between a CELE course 
and commencing a degree programme as well as 
at the end of a masters degree when waiting for 
graduation. Some exchange students may receive 
bills because their courses are shorter than the 
defined period for study.

Students who are entitled to a thesis pending 
period, also known as a writing-up year, will get 
the opportunity to register for the one year thesis 
pending period. The registration fee is £130 
for the year. Being a registered student cannot 
guarantee exemption from the payment of council 
tax but this may be possible under some local 
authorities. American federal loan students can 

International Support Services Guide
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also benefit from registering for an extra year in 
terms of the funding they are eligible to receive. 

It is important that you do not ignore any bills or 
correspondence that you may receive from the 
council.  Please speak to the Student Services 
Centre or a member of the International Support 
Services Team for advice if you have questions.  

Employment

The conditions of your family’s stay in the UK will 
be shown on a stamp or sticker in their passport. It 
will say how long they have been given permission 
to stay in the UK - this will usually be the same 
amount of time given on your visa. Generally a 
dependant will be free to work either full-time or 
part-time without requiring any further permission 
if you, the student, have been given permission to 
stay for more than 12 months on a Tier 4 or pre-
PBS student visa.

If you have any doubts about the wording of the 
visa stamp or sticker in your family’s passport, 
bring your documents into the International Office 
and we will advise you.

Your spouse or partner will be subject to the same 
tax regulations as UK citizens and so will pay 
income tax contributions once they have earned 
more than the basic earning limit - £9440 for the 
tax year April 2013 to April 2014. If they earn 
less than this, they will not pay income tax. If they 
earn less than £109 per week in the tax year April 
2013 to April 2014 then they will not pay National 
Insurance contributions either. They will however, 
still need a National Insurance number.  

For more information on applying for a National 
Insurance number, please read our support guide 
Working During your Studies. 

Schooling and 
schools
If your children are between the ages of 5 and 
16 and your study or work will keep you in 
Nottingham for at least six months, then the Local 
Education Authority will provide a place for your 
children at a state school near to where you live, 
providing that your child does not hold a visitor 
visa. If there is more than one school near to you 
then ask other parents in your neighbourhood for 
their recommendation. 

We also recommend that you arrange to visit 
schools in your area to find out more about them.

Please note that it is not possible to reserve a 
school place for your child until you and your 
family are living here in Nottingham.

You must provide evidence of your child’s date of 
birth, such as a passport or birth certificate, when 
they enrol at school. It is also helpful to provide 
the school with translated copies of your child’s 
most recent school reports as well as a bilingual 
dictionary.

General information

The English school system is split into two parts. 
The primary stage is for children between 5 and 
11 years old. Year R (Reception) is the first year 
and year six is the final primary year. Years 7 to 
11 are the secondary stage for children aged 
between 11 and 16 years old. Education is 
compulsory until the age of 16. After the age of 
16 students may continue their education for two 
more years at either a college or in secondary 
schools which have provision for years 12 and 13. 
This is also known as lower and upper sixth forms.

The school year is organised into six half terms, 
each divided by a week’s holiday. At the end of 
each term there is usually a holiday of two weeks. 
The summer term is followed by a six-week 
vacation. The school year runs from September 
to July. 

The school day is usually between 9.00am and 
3.30pm with an hour break for lunch. Some 
children stay at school for a hot school lunch 

Bringing your family to Nottingham
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that is ordered and paid for through the school. 
Many children bring a packed lunch, such as 
sandwiches, and some leave the school premises 
to eat with their families. It is your choice but you 
must inform the school of your decision.

The average class size is 28 – 32 children. If your 
child needs help with English, the school will 
arrange specialist support. 

State education is free in the UK. All materials, 
such as pencils, paper, textbooks, exercise books 
etc, are provided by the school at no charge. Most 
schools have a uniform and you will be expected 
to provide this. You will also be asked to provide 
suitable clothing so that your child can participate 
in swimming and physical education (PE) lessons. 
Occasionally classes attend visits off school 
premises and you may be asked to make a small 
financial contribution towards this.

Local Education Authority (LEA)

The government manages state education 
through Local Education Authorities – LEAs. 
As the University is next to the city there are 
two education departments that deal with the 
areas close to us.  Both produce information 
booklets and both have websites. The City of 
Nottingham Education Department covers areas 
such as Dunkirk, Lenton and Wollaton. For 
more information see www.nottinghamcity.
gov.uk/education. Nottinghamshire County 
Council Education Department covers areas 
such as Beeston, Bramcote, Chilwell and Sutton 
Bonington. For more information see www.
nottinghamshire.gov.uk. 

The LEA can provide you with an application form 
and an information booklet on the school system 
in their area. The LEA manages all admissions for 
local schools so you should send your application 
form to them, not to the school directly. On the 
form you can state which school you would like 
your child to attend. The LEA cannot guarantee to 
offer you a place at your preferred school as this 
will depend on availability. If there are no places, 
the LEA will offer you a place at another school in 
the area.

In addition to the schools run by the LEA there 
are some private and ‘voluntary aided’ schools in 

Nottingham. The Church of England or the Roman 
Catholic Church usually run these schools with 
only limited involvement by the LEA. The schools 
manage their own place allocation so you can 
contact them directly to find out more.

Local primary schools for 5-11 year olds 
   
Alderman Pounder 
Eskdale Drive
Chilwell
Tel: 9252928

Beeston Fields Primary 
Boundary Road
Beeston 
Tel: 8440100

Bramcote Hills Primary
Moor Lane 
Bramcote 
Tel: 9179226  

Dunkirk Primary
Marlborough Street 
Dunkirk
Tel: 9153273 

Fernwood Primary
Arleston Drive
Wollaton
Tel: 9155727

John Clifford Primary
Nether Street
Beeston
Tel: 9258057

Middleton Primary
Harrow Road
Wollaton Park
Tel: 9153261

Roundhill County School
Foster Avenue
Beeston
Tel: 9179262

Trent Vale Infants School
Trent Road
Beeston
Tel: 9179224
 

International Support Services Guide
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Local secondary schools for 11-16+ year olds 

Alderman White
Chilwell Lane
Bramcote
Tel: 9170424

Bramcote Hills College
Moor Lane
Bramcote
Tel: 9168900

Chilwell School
Queens Road West
Chilwell
Tel: 925 2698

Fernwood School
Goodwood Road
Wollaton
Tel: 9286326

George Spencer
Arthur Mee Road
Beeston
Tel: 9170100

Childcare
There is a wide range of childcare services and 
activities in the areas around the University. 
Parents can choose the type of service most 
suitable for their needs. For information about 
childminders, playgroups and private day nurseries 
in your area you can check online at  
www.childcare.co.uk. 

At the University

There is a 50-place, purpose-built day nursery 
catering for children aged four months to five 
years on the University Park Campus. The nursery 
is open Monday to Friday from 8.00am to 6.00pm. 
The majority of places are reserved for students 
and staff.  Fees are charged for this facility.

The University also runs a Play Centre day care 
located on the University Park Campus and has 
places for 34 children aged 15 months to five 
years. The majority of places are reserved for 
students and staff. Fees are also charged for this 

facility.  The Play Centre is open Monday to Friday 
from 8:15am to 5:45pm

There is a University of Nottingham Play Centre 
Play Scheme for children aged four and a half 
to 12 years (out of school term time) and a toy 
library. For information about all these services and 
the fees charged please see  
www.nottingham.ac.uk/child-care. 

Other facilities

Busy Bees is a private company which provides 
day care at The University of Nottingham. This is 
located near to the Sports Centre close to the 
other university childcare provision.

Busy Bees is easily accessible from the main 
commuter routes into Nottingham from the A52. 
Busy Bees caters for children up to school age 
(approximately five years old). For further details 
please see www.busybeeschildcare.co.uk/
nursery/nottinghamuni 

Some Nottingham City primary schools have a 
nursery attached to them for children aged three 
to four and some nursery classes form their own 
nursery school. The demand for these is very high 
but your child’s name could be put on the waiting 
list if there is one near your home. Places will be 
either in the morning or afternoon but not both.

There are also many private nurseries. For more 
information see 
www.gov.uk/find-nursery-school-place 

Childminders

Some students prefer their children to be looked 
after in a private home with a childminder. 
Childminders must be registered with Ofsted (the 
national standards agency). The cost is often less 
for a childminder than for nurseries and the hours 
can be more flexible.

Parent and toddler groups

These groups are an ideal way for parents to get 
to know each other as well as for children to have 
the chance to play with other children of their own 
age. The mums or dads stay with the children all 
the time. These usually meet in the morning during 
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the school term. The groups have a wide selection 
of toys for the children and while they play, the 
parents have the opportunity to chat. It is a helpful 
way to improve your language skills and gives the 
opportunity to get to know some English people. 
There is usually a small charge to cover the cost of 
toys and refreshments.

More information on local groups can be found 
online at whats-the-buzz.co.uk.  Parents can 
also choose to regsiter with their local Sure Start 
children’s centre www.gov.uk/find-sure-start-
childrens-centre to gain access to a wide range 
of free activities and support.

Playgroups

There are playgroups located in many areas 
around Nottingham, often within schools for 
children between 2 and a half and five years of 
age. They usually run for the mornings only during 
school terms. Parents can leave their children at 
the playgroup for two to three hours although this 
may be on a rota basis.

Financial assistance for childcare

Students may apply for a grant towards childcare 
costs.  The Child Care Support Scheme provides 
financial assistance to students who use private 
childcare. For an application form and notes 
of guidance please enquire at the Student 
Services Centre or see www.nottingham.
ac.uk/studentservices/financialsupport/
moneyworries/supportfunds.aspx 

Health care
If you are coming to the UK for six months or 
longer you are eligible to register with the National 
Health Service (NHS). Once you have registered 
with the National Health Service, most treatment is 
free. However, charges are made for prescriptions, 
dental care and optical checks. If you are facing 
on-going costs for medication and are finding the 
additional costs for prescriptions hard to meet, 
it may be possible to apply for financial help on 
an HC1 form. The form means that your situation 
would be means assessed. You can ask at your 
doctors surgery for this form, or find it on the NHS 
website.

If you bring your family to the UK with you, you 
should be aware that only your spouse and 
children under 16 years of age or those in full-time 
education up to 19 years of age will be allowed to 
register with the National Health Service. No other 
members of your family will be eligible to register 
and, should they become ill during a visit, they will 
be expected to pay, which could be expensive. 

Visitors here for less than six months are advised 
to take out health insurance unless they come 
from an EEA country or a country with a reciprocal 
health agreement. Visitors from EEA member 
states should carry a European Health Insurance 
Card (EHIC) with them.

Please see more detailed information in our guide 
Using Health Services in the UK.

English language 
support
Information on English language classes for the 
husbands, wives and civil partners of international 
students studying at The University of Nottingham 
is available from reception in the International 
Office or by email from  
english.partners@hotmail.co.uk

The International Office also has information 
about classes available at local colleges such as 
New College Nottingham, ILS and Nottingham 
Language Academy.

For further information please see the 
information on the document English Language 
Classes in Nottingham at www.nottingham.
ac.uk/internationalstudents/support/
studentswithfamilies.aspx

International Support Services Guide
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Entertainment, 
sport and social 
activities
Nottingham is a vibrant, cosmopolitan city 
in the heart of England. To find out about 
the many cultural, sporting and social 
activities on offer in Nottingham, see www.
experiencenottinghamshire.com. 
 

More information is also available in the 
“International and EU students’ A-Z guide to 
Nottingham” published by the International Office 
and available online at www.nottingham.ac.uk/
internationalstudents/atoz

The University has many active student societies, 
clubs and associations who meet to share 
culture, religion, sports and much more. For more 
information see www.su.nottingham.ac.uk

Sports facilities

Nottingham is a major sporting city and is famous 
for its two professional football teams, rugby union, 
cricket and ice hockey teams. Facilities in the 
region include the National Water Sports Centre, 
which has international rowing and canoeing 
facilities, as well as the National Ice Arena and 
one of Europe’s largest Lawn Tennis Association 
tennis centres situated next to the University Park 
Campus.  

For links to all the major sports clubs and leisure 
centres around Nottingham see  
www.visitnottingham.com. The leisure section 
will link you to the home pages of all the major 
sporting clubs and attractions with details of 
venues, matches and events. 

On campus
The Sports Centre, swimming pool and fitness 
centre are located on the University Park 
Campus with pitches situated just opposite the 
University and further pitches at Grove Farm, less 
than three and a half miles away. At the Sutton 
Bonington Campus, the Sports Hall and squash 
courts are situated off College Road beside the 

Environmental Science buildings.

Extensive sports facilities are available to all 
students and staff at the University who hold 
current membership. Membership is for an 
academic year and entitles you to use the facilities 
on payment of the appropriate user fee. 

There are also various sporting clubs that you can 
become involved in.  For more information see 
www.su.nottingham.ac.uk 
 
Visiting a British home (Host UK)

Getting to know local people and going into real 
homes can be an important part of your
experience in the UK. Being invited to a British 
home is one of the best ways of getting to 
know people outside the University. Host UK 
is an organisation that arranges visits to allow 
international students to spend a weekend with 
a British family. The hosts live all over the country 
and will provide you with a room and all your 
meals and trips as part of the weekend. If you are 
interested see www.hostuk.org.uk or contact the 
International Office when you are in Nottingham.

International Family Link

If you are a student over 25 and would like to be 
invited to spend some time with a local family, 
this can be arranged too. International Family Link 
introduces mature international students to local 
people in and around Nottingham who are willing 
to offer hospitality. For more information see  
www.nottingham.ac.uk/internationalstudents/
support/supportservices.aspx

Bringing your family to Nottingham
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We’re here to help, get in touch:

We run a regular drop-in service at the 
International Office on Jubilee Campus between 
1-4pm, Monday - Friday throughout the academic 
year. If you are submitting a visa application for 
yourself and your dependants, please make an 
appointment by calling +44 (0)115 951 5247. 

You can also make an appointment to speak to 
an advisor on University Park Campus. We offer a 
term-time appointment service between 2-4:20pm 
at the Student Services Centre. Appointments 
can be booked in person at the Student Services 
Centre in the Portland Building, or by telephone on 
+44 (0)115 951 3710. 

To see an advisor on the Sutton Bonington 
Campus, please call the Student Services 
Centre on +44 (0)115 951 6004 to make an 
appointment. 

The International Office is located at:
C Floor, YANG Fujia
Jubilee Campus
Wollaton Road
The University of Nottingham
NG8 1BB

t: +44 (0)115 951 5247 
f: +44 (0)115 951 5155 
e: international-support@nottingham.ac.uk

We are always looking for ways to develop 
and improve our support service and welcome 
feedback from staff and students.

The information in this leaflet is given in good 
faith and correct at the time of writing. It has 
been carefully checked with UKCISA and the UK 
Border Agency, but The University of Nottingham 
accepts no responsibility for the accuracy of the 
information.

If you would like any further information or 
assistance, please contact the International 
Support Services Team. The advisors, Rosemary 
Gibson, Hong Sun, Ruth Hudson, Melanie 
Bentham-Hill and Deborah Webb, are authorised 
to provide immigration advice and services by 
an order made under Section 84 (4) (d) of the 
Immigration and Asylum Act 1999.

If at any time you are not happy with the advice 
you have been given by the International Support 
Services Team, in the first instance you should 
raise this with the Head of the International 
Support Services Team or the Director of the 
International Office. If the matter is not resolved or 
you are still unhappy, you can make a complaint 
to the OISC (Office of the Immigration Services 
Commissioner) via their website www.oisc.gov.uk
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If you require this publication in an alternative 
format, please contact us:
t: +44 (0)115 951 4591
e: alternativeformats@nottingham.ac.uk



The International Office
Jubilee Campus
The University of Nottingham
Wollaton Road
Nottingham
NG8 1BB, UK

t: +44 (0)115 951 5247 
f: +44 (0)115 951 5155
w: www.nottingham.ac.uk/international


